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SPECIES DIVERSITY OF TERMITES ON CHANG ISLAND AND NEIGHBOURING ISLETS,
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Abstract

The random surveyed of termite species were conducted during 24 to 27 April 2006 at Chang Island and
neighbouring islets. Termite specimens were collected and identified. Results revealed that 18 genus of
termites; Cryptotermes, Schedorhinotermes, Coptotermes, Macrotermes, Ancistrotermes, Microtermes,
Hypotermes, Odontotermes, Microcerotermes, Globitermes, Amitermes, Termes, Dicuspiditermes,
Pericapritemes, Homallotermes, Nasutitermes, Hospitalitermes and Longipeditermes were found in this
study. The collected specimen comprised of 3 Families (Kalotermitidae, Rhinotermitidae and Termidae)
and 6 Sub-Families (Kalotermitinae, Rhinotermitinae, Coptotermitinae, ~Macrotermitinae, Termitinae and
Nasutitermitinae). Records showed that “Chang Island” as the most diverse (17 genus), and declination
number of genus on the following island was observed respectively; Sinhi Island (13 genus), Phayam

Island (12 genus), Sonthai Island (11 genus) and Takhrud Island (7 genus). The wood feeding termite



was the majority group found on all islets. There were 4 genus of wood feeding termites found on all islets
(Microcerotermes, Globitermes, Schedorhinotermes and Nasutitermes). Whereas the wood and leave
feeding or Fungus growing termite was the second majority group on all islets comprised of 5 genus
(Macrotermes, Microtermes, Ancistrotermes, Hypotermes and Odontotemes). The lichen feeding termite

(Hospitalitermes) was found only on Chang Island.
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